Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DACCA 02156 230558Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO IO-13 EUR- 12 EA-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 OMB-01 TRSE-00 
ACDA-07 /101 W 

231424Z 091295/41 

R 230432Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4364 
INFO AMEMBASSY CALCUTTA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 2156 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BG 

SUBJ: PRESENCE OF ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY IN BANGLADESH 

1 . ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY, WHO WAS A PRESIDENT OF BANGLA- 
DESH DURING MAJIB REGIME (1972-73) AND FOREIGN MINISTER 
DURING KHONDAKAR MUSHTAQUE'S BRIEF REIGN, RETURNED TO 
BANGLADESH FROM LONDON APRIL 13. HIS ARRIVAL WENT 
UNREPORTED IN THE MAJOR PRESS, ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOTED IN 
A PUBLICATION PUT OUT BY GENERAL OSMANI'S JANATA 
PARTY. SINCE HIS RETURN LAST WEEK, THERE HAVE BEEN 
REPORTS THAT CHOWDHURY HAS MET WITH TOP-LEVEL 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT CHOWDHURY 

HAS RETURNED TO BANGLADESH; HE APPARENTLY CAME TO DACCA 
BRIEFLY IN EARLY 1976, STAYED FOR A FEW DAYS, AND RETURNED 
TO LONDON. THERE ARE REPORTS (UNCONFIRMED) THAT ZLA, 

NOW THAT HE HAS ASSUMED THE PRESIDENCY OF BANGLADESH, MAY 
MAKE USE OF CHOWDHURY. IF SO, IT WOULD INDICATE A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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REVERSAL OF CHOWDHURY'S RECENT STANCE AS HE HAS REPUTEDLY 
BEEN ACTIVE IN LONDON AS A CRITIC OF BANGLADESH UNDER ZIA. 
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